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liis friends, on the fatal journey to Kiifa; but it is
usual to act various preliminary scenes before arriving
at this point. A certain amount of suspense increases
the excitement of the audience; and accordingly the
actors go through some incident taken from the Old
Testament or from Eastern history, or from the legends
of JAly or of Hoseyn's youth, before they enter upon
the main theme. Thus, Sir Lewis Felly's edition pre-
sents eleven scenes (and others have probably been
omitted) before that describing the departure of
Hoseyn from Medina, though it must not be inferred
that all these scenes were acted at a single Moharram.
The prompter or manager would probably select two
or three, and then proceed to the great subject of the
drama.

The first scene in Sir Lewis Felly's version repre-
sents the familiar picture of Joseph thrown into the
well by his brethren. His sufferings and Jacob's
anguish at the loss of his son are expatiated upon
only in order to enhance the impression of the still
greater sufferings of the martyrs at Kerbela presently
to be set forth, and Jacob is made to admit the
triviality of liis woes in comparison with Hoseyn's to
the angel Gabriel, who is sent to console the bereaved
patriarch.

Q-alriel (to Jacob). Peace be unto tliee, thou -wise prophet: the
incomparable God, sending thee salutation, says : " What thinkest
thou, 0 afflicted one? Is thy Joseph more precious than Mo-
hammad's clear grandson, before whose eyes all his companions
were first slain, and his own body being riddled by arrows, he
was afterwards most cruelly put to death, and his corpse thrown
on the ground ?"